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TO THE 

Electors 

OF THE. 

KINGDOM OF IRELAND: 
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X HE day is faft approaching,, which is to decide your 
political exiftence for ever — to decide, whether you are 
"to retain the'proud right of forming a national repre- 
fentative, fubject to national controul, to continue the 
depoiitaries and guardians of the national liberties of 
Ireland; or, funk to the burghers of a petty corpora- 
tion, to enjoy the little privilege of fending your infig- 
nificant quota into the parliament of another country, 
there to fwell the full dream of minifterial influence, or 
to be borne down by the overpowering, torrent of oppo- 
fmg interefts. The day, Ifay, which is thus to deter- 
mine whether the electoral body of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, mail be annihilated, is at hand — and yet you arc 
filent! — There is a degree of infult, that, for the mo- 
ment, overcomes indignation — and injury' may rife to 
that height, that refentment may, foratime, beloftin 
amazement, or fifenced in horror. That fuch an effect 
fhouid have been produced on the minds of a gallant 
people, who, after having glorioufly maintained their 
ground againfl: the moft formidable combination of fo- 
reign and domefticfoes, are now told they are not fit to 
be trufted with the direction of their own affairs — told 
that the independence which they had fb bravely 
vindicated, againfl: the common enemy, they muff now 
furrender to Britifli aggrandizement— told this by the 
very nation, for which, no Iefs than for their own, 
they had fought and bled — and told this at a time when 
the country is avowedly placed under military controul ; 
troops received for the purpofe of protection, manifeft- 
Iy continued for the purpofe of intimidation — and others 
daily pouring in, with an evident view to clear away 
fuch doubts as may yet hang upon the queftion of an 
Union ; — That fuch an effect, J fay, mould, under 
fuch circumftances, have been wrought upon your 
minds, is far from matter of furprize ; ft ill lefs does it 
furnifh caufeof wonder, when it is confidered in what 
way this degrading meafure has been introduced, and by- 
what means it has been promoted ; — announced in a pub- 
lication confeffedl.y official, with the accompaniment 



of arguments tending to re-kindle the flames of party; 
difcord ; and thereby clearly evincing the policy that has 
for years back been .preparing the nation for fuch argu- 
ments — whilft our great men are clandeftrnely drawn 
over one by one, through the fecret fuggeftions of the 
BHtifh minifter.; — thus with terror as the argument to 
the people, andfomething lefs offenfible, but not lefs 
forcible, addrefled to the parliamentary leaders, aided 
by divifions ftudioufly kept up to prevent the different 
claflesof the community from conferring for the benefit 
of the whole, is a meafure involving every thing that 
can be dear to a free people, propofed and forwarded ; 
whilft you are defired freely and calmly to difcufs its me- 
rits, and in the fame breath commanded to receive the 
great advantages it is to beftow. When infult' has thus 
combined with treachery, to rob you of your rights, 
and the nation. of its independence, it is, 1 repeat it, 
far from matter of wonder, that a momentary filence, 
the mixed refult of aflonifhment and horror, fhould have 
on. your part, fucceeded the difclofure of fo flagitious a 
plan; -but it istime that this ftupor fhould pafs away ; 
and that the natural feelings of a juft .indignation fliouid 
have vent. Remember, I befeech you ! that in a cafe 
of fuch- perilous moment, not an inftant fliouid be loft ; 
the nation muft decide no \v, or the queftion will be de- 
cided for it. It is true, the policy of the propofers, 
whilft it has announced the meafure, has withheld the 
conditions; and you are told, that to difcufs the quef- 
tion of Union, while you are ignorant of the terms, 
is to talk of you, know not what; that it is in the true 
logic of our counnlry, to'come to the conclufion, with-' 
out once enquiring about the premiffes ; the fhallownefs 
of this artifice, is an additional infult; theframers of it 
are well aware, that, when the meafure, with its detailed 
conditions, has come before parliament, your interfe- 
rence will be too late — the filence of the people will be 
argued into acquiefcence — at leaft, the general principle 
of Union will be held as conceded, .and the ignorance 
of fpecific conditions, will then be mocked as an. idle 
plea, perhaps by the. very perfons who now urge it iri 
bar of deliberation— and with reafbn, for admitting even, 
that any conditions, morally fpeaking, .could outweigh 
the mifchiefs, howfar are thofe that we may expect, 
likely to be favourable ? Look to the critical juncture 
that has been feized for the propofal of the meafure, 
and the anfwer prefents itfelf ; — in the moment of de- 
traction we are called on to deliberate ; in the phrenzy 
of mutual exafperation, we are invited to confer ; un- 
der the proteflion of Britifh troops we are fummoned 
to negotiate a treaty .with. Britian ; and does equity, 
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then, demand the aid of violent pafiiOns to enforce its 
claims? Is intimidation, the ufual harbinger of benifi- 
cence? That people furely mud be more thanBceotian, 
that requires to be frightened or forced into a juft fenfe 
of its obvious intcrefts. France indeed has had the 
glory of compelling the bleffings of liberty and frater- 
nizing incorporation at the point of the bayonet. Can 
it be neceflary - to the happinefs of thefe- Countries that 
fhe ihould bediftuibed in that pre-eminence? The pa- 
triotic fecretary fays, yes. But ftill we are told, the terms 
will be favourable. " Granted, for fake of argument. 
•What thert ? "' Agaihfl: terms the moil favourable that 
Britain can offer, I do not feruple to proteft. Let hot 
youri honefty ; and good fenfe, my. brother electors, be 
made the dupes of Cattle chicane; this, I affirm, can- 
not be confidered a qneftion of terms ; to reprefent it 
as fuch, has been the little trick of thofe who, whilft 
they concealed the terms, hoped to cajole you into inac- 
tion, and to keep back that expreflion of your will, which 
they weli knew would fee ruinous to their caufe. Look 
to the glaring features of the meafure, and judge whe- 
ther any terms can correct their hideous and difgufting 
deformity: The furrender of our Parliament — the 
confequent abdication of our national will— the en- 
creafed burden of taxation and debt— the extinction of 
•all refponfibility— the certain emigration of our gentry 
■ — the foreign education and confequent efirangement of 
our youth— the influx of a new and overwhelming in- 
fluence, abforbing all the rewards of profeflional ability 
and exertion — our metropolis difpeopled — our univerfity 
xleferted— our profeffions difgraced' — and our people dif- 
heartened. ' Thefe, I fay, are the cffcntial and inherent 
characters of this tremendous change; and (hall we yet 
bear to be toldjthat this isaqueftionof terms? are thefeef- 
fects that. I have enumerated the neceflary refults of ari 
Union ?"If they- be, fliall we enquire what may be the 
terms that. -fliall modify national r-uiN? But 
flill we are toW, that the extenfion of our commerce, 
and the eftablithment of our tranquillity, will operate 
in counteraction, or at leaft, in Compenfation of 
thefe evils ? That fuch evils are beyond the reach of 
compenfation is too plain for' proof, and in the predicti- 
on of their counter-action we will not furely feek an 
equivalent forthe pofitive and immediate facrifices we 
are called on - to make. But in what way are com- 
merce and tranquillity to flow from the projected mea- 
fure ? Do not the confeflions of all who-are conveffant 
in Iriflv trade clearly evince that its date fince the eda- 
blifhment of Irifli independence has been eminently 
profperou&andprogrefllve* ? Do not the reafonings and 

* In the Lord Chancellor's fpeech, on *he motion made by TJOrd 
Moira in the Triih hoiife of Lords, it is exprefsly averted, that during 
the laft twenty years '< there is not a nation on the habitable globe, 
which has advanced in cultivation and commerce, in agriculture and 
in manufactures, with the fame rapidity." — Vide fpeech publifhed 
by authority, P. 4; again in P. 45, fpeaking of the value of linens 
exported from Ireland, even under the prefiure of the war, he dates 
it to have been " from 1792 to .1795 inchifive, 11,552,15;,"' that is 
« 2,100,000 orer and above the amount of it in the four correfpbnd- 
ing years prior to the war;" and the value of the export in 1795, he 
itates to be vaftly greater " than it ever had amounted -to in any one 
year, fince the linen manufacture was £rft eftablifhed in Ireland ;" and 



decifions of our bed informed merchants evince with 
equal clcarnefs that its profperity can receive no accefli- 
on from what Great Britain can beflow ? Does not the 
father of Irith trade,:!: that diftihguilhed commoner, to 
whofe opinion the Irith merchant ihould peculiarly look 
up with grateful reverence, does he not by his difirt- 
tereded and peremptory rejection of the proffered 
benefits of the Union, declare in the drongeft 
terms his fenfe of its injury to Ireland ? And are you 
then to be cajoled with the' found of commercial gain? 
As little willyou be impofed on by the empty promife 
of national tranquillity ? Should even the meafure pafs 
without exciting national convulfion ; nay more, admit 
the pofiibility that a" project, whereby all parties and de- 
fcriptions are to be degraded, Ihould produce a temporary 
calm, yet that it will be but the calm that precedes the 
temped, and which will ultimately explode in violent 
divulfion of fhe After kingdoms — every intelligent and 
honed man amongft us mull fee and deplore ! In the 
difguft of the Ioyalift, and the exultation of the traitor, 
already too vifible, we may difcem this calamitous iffue. 
In the nature of the cafe, if the nation flail be tricked out 
of its independence, he mull difcem it as a neceflary con- 
fequence; and in this light, peculiarly it is, that as fub- 
jects breathing the vvarmefl fentiments of loyal affection 
to our gracious Sovereign, and ready, as you have lately 
proved, to lay down your lives infupport of the preferit 
Conflitutional connexion with Great Britain, you are 
mod powerfully called on to refilt the prcfent meafure as 
deftnictive to the intered of Ireland and the empire. 
You fee then that to hold out tranquillity and commerce 
in exchange for our independence and incrcafmg prof- 
perity, is but a mockery of the nation: It is to offer 
what is at bell: but uncertain and fpeculafive and remote, 
in place of what iscertain and practical and immediate-— 
"It is to offer what, if certain and immediate, would not 
prove w an equivalent— It is to offer as neceffarily con- 
nected with an Union, what is but incidental to it, in as 
much as ho One expedient can fafely be adopted for the 
accomplfflimclit of either Object in the event of an 
Union, that' may not with equal fafety be reforted to 
without it. But above all, it is to offer, that as the ef- 
fect of an Union, the very reverfe of which is to be 
dreaded as its. natural refult. And is it, after all this, 
pretended that you have not fufficient data whereon to 
ground your decifions? to fuch fophiftry, I have no 
doubt, it is in a good meafure Tto be attributed, that thofe 
decifions have been hitherto withheld; but its impofiti- 
ons.are'too manifeft longer to rhiflead your judgment. 
You will not difgrate the characterifticfagacity of your 
county, by allowing men, whofe underitandings are in- 

agnin in p. 47-. fpeaking of the trade of the kingdom, he Mates from 
official documents " that on a comparative view of the trade of ire- 
l'and, exports and imports, during tight years, ending at Lady day 
1797, there is an accruing balaiicc in her favour of more than 
6,540,0001. ;and the ericreafe of her tonnage has been 17,872 tons 
in the fame period ; " this is the country," his Lordfhip properly 
adds, " that is to be reprefen'ted as (inking under the weight of mif- 
govcrnrisent! This is tlie country which the Sovereign is to refcue 
from impending ruin, only by a'radical parliamentary reform !" 
. '% It can be fcarcely neceflary to mention that the Speaker is the 
eminent chara&er here alluded to. 



ferior to your 6wn, to defraud you of your elefloraj 
fight by the impudent pretence that the exercife of it is 
too early, until it fhall be too late. No, my fellow elec- 
tors, you are as little in danger from the weaknefs that 
would expofe your deareft privileges to fo barefaced a 
pilfer; as from the wickednefs that would abdicate them 
by a deliberate and voluntary furrender.' Let me then 
entreat you inftanlly to fnatchthe opportunity of enter- 
ing through the medium of your reprefentatives a nati- 
onal proreft againft this ruinous meafure. Remember 
that if you do not feize the prefent occafion of commu- 
nicating with your parliament, you thereby as far as in 
..you lies determine that you never mail have another. 
Remember alfo, that this is above all queftions that can 
be made the fubjects of parliamentary deliberation, pe- 
culiarly a queftion of the people. The powers of parlia- 
ment it is not neceffary to difcufs. To fcrutinize them 
with theoretical feverity in cafes of ordinary mo- 
ment is unbecoming; in the prefent cafe it would be 
fuperfluous. That they have fome limit is certain. 
The point beyond which they cannot pafs the plain 
principles of the conftitution, and the ordinary fug- 
geftions of common fenfe manifeftly define. The om- 
nipotence of the parliament ailing within the great lines 
bf the conjlitutkn, every loyal fubject mult be refolute 
to maintain, but the magic of that word cannot change 
a truft into a property ; cannot transform freemen into 
flaves ; and a parliament, that in a matter affecting its 
own exiftence, and the eftablifh'ed rights of a free peo* 
pie, (hould decide upon their furrender, without the 
Clear and unbiaffed expreffion of national confent, muft 
be deeply refponfible for the confequences of aViolated 
conftitution. On this ground it is peculiarly pro- 
per, as well as neceffary, that the fcntimcnis of 
the great conftituent body of the nation fhould 
be explicitly announced. On other occafions parlia- 
ment might deem, or affect to deem, your inter- 
ference obtrufive. If partial, they might plead, that 
although appointed as local delegates, they become uni- 
verfal truftees ; even when general they might con- 
tend, that though deriving their powers from you, they 
are conftituted not the refponfive organs of your will, 
but the difcretionary guardians of your interefts. Nay, 
I admit this to be juft, when they take their ftand upon 
the ground of the conftitution, and would maintain its 
ancient bulwarks againft the impetus of popular inno- 
vation ; but in the prefent cafe in which'our old confti- 
tution is to be reiinquifhed, in which the very effence 
of the folemn truft repofed in the representative ""body is 
to be annihilated,, ycu not only have a right to fpeak 
your determination, but in ftrictnefs, unlefs you do, 
no conftitutional decifioncan be had. Beware, then, 
how your filence fhall be interpreted; it furely, in a 
cafe like the prefent, with good reafon, will be held a 
knguage expreftive and peremptory. Already have 
fome bodies exercifed their constitutional rights, and 
others'are proceeding to do fo. In the instructions of 
the city and county of Dublin, and thofe of the "Uni- 
verfity to their reprefentatives, in the declarations of 
that learned and-public fpirited body, thelrifh Bar, as 
well as of the liberal and enlightened merchants and 
bankers of the metropolis, the feelings of naticriail dig- 
nity and fubftantial patriotifm have been powerfully ex- 
preffed. Shall we fay, that thefe bodies are more in- 



47 

terefled in the queftion than the nation at large •? This 
has been infinuated by thofe whofe intereft it is to war 
with truth on the prefent momentous fubject. The 
motives of this infinuation it isfdifficult to mifunder- 
ftand, but the folly of it is not lefs confpicuous than its 
malice. To fuppofe that the great profeffions of the 
country fhould decay— that its Univerfity mould droop 
—that the merchants of the metropolis fhoulddecline— - 
and that the metropolis itfelf, and its vicinity, fhould 
wafte away— -and that the kingdom at -large fhould ex- 
perience no fenfibie injury fiom all this, is to fuppofe 
what is directly abfurd. To infinuate that other trading 
towns fliall rife upon the downfall of the capital, and 
thence to urge to them the advantage of the meafure, 13 
an infult, at the fame time, to their underftanding and 
their morals. Common fenfe rejects the notion — -that 
to impoverifh one part of a country will eririch the 
reft ; and common honefty rejects the lure, that would 
fet up the feeling of a fordid felfifhnefs againft the pub- 
lic weal. . Admitting then, even that a regard to their 
local interefts could have foiely influenced the decifions 
of the great bodies of the metropolis and its vicinity, 
would it be wife, or honourable, on that ground lo re- 
ject their example, connected as their interefts muft be 
with thofe of the nation ? But thole bodies have not 
been led by local confider&tions on this momentous 
queftion ; they know full well, that in a general refult 
of encreafed profperity, (if fuch were to be the confe- 
quence of an Unioii)they muft eventually participate in 
full proportion. The riches and cofaforts of a ftate 
cannot long remain accumulated in one part of a coun- 
try ; but like the waters which fertilize the foil, will 
fall through the lower grounds, until they have found 
their level, by general diffufion. No : the views of 
thofe informed bodies are not to be circumferibed by 
the narrow limits which the habitual rheannefs of caf- 
tle fycophancy fo well ufed to adjuft to its own grovel- 
ing purfuits, prefumes to prefcribe to them "in the pre- 
fent inftance; — they have come forward on this, as they 
have done on former occafions, with promptnefs, from 
the nature of the cafe. At the fource and fountain 
head of public intelligence ; exercifed in habits of re- 
flection ; from numerous concourfe, and frequent colli— 
fion, continually employed in the"difcufTion of publiccon- 
cfcrns ; acting in a (bene of conftant activity and exer- 
tion; the proceedings of government daily and hourly paf- 
fftigbefore their eyes, and fubmitted, as it were,to their 
immediate infpection and ahimadvcf fion, it is not won- 
derful that the refidents of the capital; and its vicinity, 
fhould have been the firft to debate and decide on this 
important queftion. Let me aft, is' this the finglecafe 
in which the metropolis has takeft'the lead? Look to 
the eflabli'fhmcrit of the never to be forgotten volunteer 
army of Ireland; look to other, public- and great occa- 
fions. Was it the Corrupt aad local views of the gen- 
tlemen bf the bar, and of the merchants and inhabi- 
tants of Dublin, and its neighbourhood, that led them 
at the moment of national danger, to fling up all their 
dorneflic enjoyments, and encountering all the hard fhip 
of military .fervice, to ; fet the example of. a yeoman 
in'ftituticn, to which alone we are at this moment in- 
debted for our exiftence is a people. Look to every 
nation, and fee whether the metropolis is not the firft: 
to take the alarm en every public [hock. See whether 
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it has not ufually fet the .example of public fpirit,. and 
whether its vigilance has not ufually proved the.fafe- 
guardof national freedom. But to the example of thefe 
"bodies that have openly deliberated on the queftion of 
Union, the lingular and novel fituation of this country 
at the prefentday, attaches a peculiar value. A vifible 
proof lias been hereby exhibited, that there no longer 
exifls an obftacle to the conflitutiorial meetings of the- 
people. I am well aware, that in thofe diftricts of the 
kingdom in which military law has been enforced, (and. 
flrange to fay, in fome parts, trials by court-martial do 
at this moment prevail) it has been generally believed,, 
that all affemblies of the people, convened even in their 
electoral capacity, and for constitutional objects, are 
fubjected to the control of military power ; and to 
this ftrange notion, joined to an equally Grange mif- 
conception of the convention act, I have little doubt, 
that the filence of' many, counties is, in fome degree to 
be imputed. Yes, my brother electors, from the er- 
roneous opinion on. this head, which fome have taken 
no fmall pains to encourage, do the partizans of the 
minifter expect their principal advantage, from your 
panic, and your mifapprehen lions alone do they hope 
fuccefs; but the array of military force cannot 'face 
down the- conftitution. Whilb that lafis no power can 
wreft ffbrn you the privilege of meeting to reftrict thole 
whom-, you have appointed your parliamentary guardi- 
ans. Military jurisdiction interferes not with your elcc- 
toral'nghis, it neither can, nor dare; and the conven- 
tion. bill, us appears both from the exprefs declaration, 
of Lord Clare';' and from the words of the bill 
itfelf, ivhilft it guards againft unlawful affemblies of 
delegated bodies undermining and ufurping the powers 
of parliament, moll carefully and explicitly provides,, 
that the antient and undoubted right of petition and re- 
mpnltrance, mould remain unimpaired— but if any be 
yet fp cautious, or rather fo timid, as to feek flill farther 
iatisfaction, on this head,, it is now furnilhcd by.the ac- 
tual exercile of that right> without, difturbance or ob- 
jection, under the very eye of the fupreme civil and 
jnilitary. power. One difficulty, I am aware, yet re- 
mains to impede your collective deliberations— the flie- 
riff of a county may be bafe enough to refufe compli- 
ance with- the wifhes of the Electors ; that this treach- 
erous abufe of the authority of this officer, has already 
been employed in fome cafes, to defeat the honefl in- 
tentionsiof the freeholder, there is reafon to believe- 
but needl remind you, that his authority has no legal 
c.ontroul over the exercife of your undoubted right- to 
affemble in your counties, for the purpofe of inftructing 
your reprefentatives. This right depends not for its 
exertion, on the permiffion of any officer whom the 
crown appoints. One word more, and I have done— 
when you affemble to deliberate, let me remind you 
that the magnitude of the queftion demands from you 
the moll ferious and temperate demeanour — the dignity, 
and firmnefs of your proceedings, will, I trull, be fuch 
as to lilence the moll unblulhing calumniators of liberty 
—let the glorious caufeof national independence, which 
fummons you to difctiffion, animate- you with fenti- 
rcients truly worthy of "it- — tumult and trepidation would 
ill befit a nation demanding its rights. — paflion, like ma- 



levolence, isthe child of weaknefs— fn a great people,, 
knowing their power tpbecommenfurate to their rights-,, 
it can have no place — Speak, then, with calmnefs^but 
with decifion, and corruption will fhrink from the 
found — .Speak, and you mull be heard! 

A FELLOW-ELECTOR- 



To the INHABITANTS of this CITY 



FELfcow-crrrzENS,, 



Ai 



S it is now certainly known that the meafure of 
incorporating this kingdom with Great Britain, will this 
day be either directly or incidentally fubmitted to parlia- 
ment, we hold curfelves bound, as friends to good.order, 
and enemies to this meafure, to imprefs on the public,, 
the impropriety of violence or commotion. Let not the 
phrenzy of refentment, or the giddinefs of fudden feel- 
ing, prompt to any act, which may tend to overawe the 
deliberations of parliament, or give a reafon for intro- 
ducing a military force, to protect the reprefentative- 
body from the people. If there exifls a confpiracy 
again!! the independence of the legiflature of this king- 
dom, let the confpirators find no precedent, in the mif- 
taken zeal of Irifhmen. Be not deceived into the opi-*- 
nioh that one vote can be influenced againlt the meafure, 
by popular dillurbancc. No ! But the fury of a mob- 
may furnifh an argument to thofe who can in no other 
v/ay, than by the pretence of refilling it affect inde- 
pendence. Firm andconfeicmious men may be forced 
by popular threats to incline againlt the popular caufe, 
and to thofe who are fa|fe and deligning, the merit of 
oppoling tumult, may afford a plaufible excufe for their, 
conduct. Never yet did a riotous affembly ferve the 
caufe for which it was collected' ; but it frequently gave 
a pretext to the governing power, to llrengthen its hands, 
and enforce its meafures — Let the example of Scotland 
be a warning to us — The people of Edinburgh -rofe in 
all their power againfl the parliament. Hiflory relates 
the event — " The privy council ilfued a proclamation 
againfl riots— commanding all perfons to retire from the 
ftreets, whenever the drum Ihould beat, ordering the- 
guards to fire upon thofe who Ihould difobey this 
command, and indemnifying them from all profecution. 
for maiming and flaying thefubjects"* 

Let us remind you,., that great and dreadful as the ca- 
lamity is, with which you are threatened, it is yet but a 
profpect— It may, and we trull will, be prevented by 
that powerful band- of patriotic Iegiflators, who, we 
know, are ready to refill this daring and infolent at- 
tack on the conflitution of ourcountry. That the ex- 
ertions of thofe men — that the general indignation 
which it is now apparent the whole country entertains, 
and which has been in fo many inllances, already de- 
clared againfl' the meafure, in aconftitutional way— will 
ultimately defeat the attempt, and overwhelm its authors 
in everlafling infamy — >we have no doubt, provided the 
public opinion continues to declare itfelf in the fame 
bold, yet conftitutional, the fame manly and firm, 
tho' pacific and orderly manner, in which it has hitherto, 
fpoken. 

* Smollet— sol. z. — p. 92. 
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